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Korean Rule

Many mysteries are still remaining about the history of Korean Baduk. At least for a long
time a special rule called Sunjang Baduk was used, and it was even used at the early 20th
century. Since then, Korea adopted modern Baduk through Japan, and many people even
assume that Korea shared the Baduk rule with Japan until recently. However, according to
Prof. Jeong Soo-Hyun, even before 1992, Korea Baduk Association already had a simple
rulesets including a few special rulings on disputable shapes. In 1992, a more complete
Korean Rule of Baduk is announced and it basically tried to resolve disputes through the
concept of rights, though it ended up including many special rulings. One important point
of comparison is that this ruleset judges that the combined moonshine life in Figure 3.40 is
dead. This Korean rule document is still widely circulated on the internet and many people
have the false belief that it is the most up to date Korean rule even though it is far from the
truth, and I have even saw some hybrid rulesets mixing the 1992 version and later version.

Since 1992, the Korean rule has been revised a few times. One available version is the
2009 Korean rule which was listed in 2009 Korean Baduk White Paper. (김달수, 2014)
mentions a few other rules such as 2010 Korean rule and 2011 Sports Toto Baduk rule. The
most recent Korean rule with an English version is the 2013 Asian Indoor and Martial Arts
Games Baduk Rule, and a similar Korean text for 2015 Korean National Sports Festival is
also available.1 This 2013 version has another advantage that it included attachment 1 and
attachment 2 explaining how the rule has to be applied. A Baduk rule expert, Robert Jasiek,
did a great job keeping these historical documents and make commentary on them.

While I was preparing this book, the situation became much more clearer, and the 2016
Korean Baduk rule is now announced on the homepage of the Korean Baduk Association,
and this is the most recent Korean Baduk rule. Even though it tries to resolve all issues with
one simple principle, I do not think it has gained much success as it claims, and the lack of
detailed examples makes it much harder to understand. The Korean Baduk Association did
not announce its English version, and for your better understanding of the current situation
of the Korean rule, I will present a direct translation of the 2016 Korean rule here. The
current Korean rule is practically identical to the 2013 Asian Game rule, and I will use some
texts from this version. Most readers will agree that the 2013 rule is a written in a better
way than the current Korean rule. For example, the 2013 rule defines the concept of a group
but the 2016 version does not. Anyway, I intentionally chose to make a direct translation of

1 However, many of these rules were not the official Korean Baduk Association rule.

93

http://home.snafu.de/jasiek/AsianGamesRules.pdf
http://home.snafu.de/jasiek/AsianGamesRules.pdf
http://www.kbaduk.or.kr/notice/notice_view.asp?noti_no=420
http://home.snafu.de/jasiek/AsianGamesRulesAttachment1.pdf
http://home.snafu.de/jasiek/AsianGamesRulesAttachment2.pdf
http://home.snafu.de/jasiek/AsianGamesRulesCommentary.pdf
http://www.baduk.or.kr/baduk/baduk6.asp
http://www.baduk.or.kr/baduk/baduk6.asp
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