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The cover: A portrait of Oishi Sezaemon Nobukiyo, one of the 47 masterless samurai of the
Chushingura story. In this print his face is that of the kabuki actor Nakamura Aizo I. From the series
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lished by Yamamura Kanesaburo in 1864. From the collection of Erwin Gerstorfer.
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